What the Time Bank means to me
By a Member of St Austell Time Bank.
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Time Bank? What a great idea for meeting new people, and for getting those things done that you either don't like doing, or are unable to do.

When I joined Time Bank in October 2009 there were no other members ... I had no-one with who I could share some of my skills. I joined because I like helping people with IT issues, doing a bit of light DIY and decorating, and because I am passionate about the English language. I can help people with letter writing, leaflet design and proofreading.

As Time Bank in St Austell was new at that time I was drafted in to help with
promoting the project, and checking that all leaflets and letters were correct. Also, the Time Bank logo had been designed by Leap Media, there was a "Time Bank exchange" to work with Leap on an educational project they were involved with for Cornwall Council, aiming to make the Cornish language more widely accepted in schools. 

As more members came aboard I was able to help with members' IT issues and some decorating and DIY. Finally ... a member joined who was able to offer to iron my shirts as an exchange for Time Bank credits!

 As I am involved with other community projects there is plenty of scope for cake baking from Time Bank members, and I use my accumulated Time Bank credits to pay for cakes and sausage rolls to be used when we have fund raising events.
We have a Time Bank "social" on the third Tuesday of every month, where we meet up at a local pub, discuss issues and put the world to rights. It is these socials that I enjoy the most, as I have made some good friends who I meet outside of normal work hours. I'm still waiting for a member to join Time Bank who can teach me to play the violin ... !

What being part of the Time Bank means to me.
By a St Austell lady
I was attracted to the Time Bank simply because I had endless small jobs that needed doing and couldn’t get tradespeople to do them. ‘No job too small’ ads brought people who came and said they would do an estimate, wasted my time, and never came back.  It also appealed because I like the idea of exchanging skills rather than just paying for skills. I like the idea of getting a skill for an hour and ‘paying’ with a different skill for an hour.  It makes people more equal.
Also I like being independent, so asking friends for help is all very well but then I feel in debt.  I did, before the Time Bank existed, have to ask some friends, in desperation, to help me with a flat-pack I had got stuck on.  They had to make two journeys and do it in two parts, and I felt guilty about it.  But then later they had a need, as they HATE driving in the dark, and they had a relative arriving in late evening at the railway station who needed taking 11 miles to their house.  So I did that bit of meeting and greeting and driving for them and felt better that I didn’t ’owe’ my friends any more. But obviously there are limits to who you know, so the Time Bank seemed like a brilliant idea to extend this ‘swapping’ idea.
I have used the Time Bank for things I cannot do myself – getting horrid polystyrene tiles off my ceiling as I can’t reach up, getting a lot of brambles cleared from my garden, as it was a high energy task and I don’t have high energy, and getting the resulting garden waste taken to the Tip, because my car is too small.  I also had some picture rail put up, because it was another reaching-up job, and a drilling job, and I am hopeless with a drill.  Also a really useful yet short job was help with my computer – my scanner had stopped working due to interference from a Windows download.  A Time Banker came and sorted that out very efficiently, following the instructions and finishing with a working scanner again!
Initially I had seen Time Bank in a straight ‘utilitarian’ way.  I was surprised when I joined to be told it was about ‘community’ – to be honest I hadn’t even thought about it!  I had just seen it as a way of getting things done!  Now I see that its also a way of meeting different people, who you may not meet in the normal course of things, and also bringing out from me skills which I haven’t used for a while.  
I like the idea of getting glimpses of other people’s lives. Also I realized that there are some jobs that almost everyone can do, but that are dome much more easily with two people.  So Time Bank can be used just to get a second person to help with carrying and moving things, say, if a patio needs washing down.  Or to help with painting and decorating – its possible to do this on your own but easier and almost fun with two or more people!  So to sum up the benefits I suppose I could say not only have I got things done that needed doing, and saved money getting them done, but also I’ve remembered a few forgotten skills of my own, and its opened up my world a bit.  
Its something that opens up unknown possibilities – I wonder what I might be asked to do next?

